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Article Refection
In his article, “The Big Shift: How American Democracy Fails Its Way to Success” Walter Russell Mead makes a case of the  U.S's worrying current changes in political development, emerging political scandals, rising irresponsible media and frequent racial backsliding a comparable phenomenon of the United States Post Civil war period. Russell, however, gives a flicker of hope indicating that it was during this period that the United States experienced the historical Industrial Revolution. The purpose of this paper is to reflect on Russell Article
Agreeably, there is no gain without pain and as Russell alludes; any significant transformation must be accompanied by political, social and cultural challenges. Just like the 17th century, the 21st century US faces a myriad of political, economic and cultural challenges that are at the helm of making American great again. 
The industrial revolution and the period that made American the leading industrialized country was preceded by a long period of civil unrests and conflicts that almost killed the dream of a United State. However, the period also engineered the greatest discovery in manufacturing and Transport.
I explicitly agree with the author that just like the inspired time, the information transformation is here with the US. Although we still experience political and social changes that may not necessarily be positive, the information age could mean everything today. The civil war was primarily caused by the wealth struggle and creation centred on the slave trade. The great minds of that time were, however, able to unite the States and together made the ingenuity in the manufacturing sector. Just like such times, there is still a contact struggle between the Democrats and republican on issues around racial segregation, the role of the media and the changes in the technological world. This, according to the author could be a turning point. 
Although I would want to stand tall on my agreement with the author, there are various statements and assumptions that the author makes which could necessarily be true. Besides the differences in time and the generations, the information age is quite different from the industrial age. The need for innovations to make work easier was much needed then than today. In addition, the generation gap between the 17th-century politicians and current ones is immense. For me, I tend to think that we as a nation are falling apart. We seem to be directionless and it's only a matter of time before everything comes falling to our feet/
Instead of mending, the current politicians are fueling conflicts between nations. Instead of working together to prevent national calamities such as global warming and the rising carbon emissions, the United States is producing more. Even though such changes may bring transformation in future, it may take a while. The nation needs to look back and trace its steps started by our forefathers and the founder of this country.
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